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High in the pine forests of the Spanish Sierra, a guerrilla band prepares to blow up a vital bridge.

Robert Jordan, a young American volunteer, has been sent to handle the dynamiting. There, in the

mountains, he finds the dangers and the intense comradeship of war. And there he discovers Maria,

a young woman who has escaped from Franco's rebels... --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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"For Whom The Bell Tolls" has long been my favorite Ernest Hemingway novel. A compelling action

adventure, this is a tale filled with mystery and suspense, peopled by a cast of extraordinarily vivid

characters. It is also the author's finest, and most emotional love story. Although his use of

language seems simple, it is deceptively so. Hemingway deals effectively with broad themes here -

love, loyalty, trust, courage and honor are some. And of course, "For Whom The Bell Tolls," set

against the brutal violence of the Spanish Civil War, is probably the definitive work of fiction about

this pivotal period in European, and world history.Generalissimo Francisco Franco's fascist troops

invaded Spain in July 1936 in order to overthrow the newly established Republic headed by the

Popular Front, (composed of liberal democrats, socialists, anarchists, trade unionists, communists

and secularists. (If I have left anyone out, I am sorry - this was a truly complex and unique political

situation.)The country was basically divided into Red Spain - the Republicans, and Black Spain,

represented by the landed elite, committed to a feudal system and Franco's cause, Fascists, the



urban bourgeoisie, the Roman Catholic Church, and other conservative sectors. The number of

casualties is only an estimate, but suggests that between 500,000 and 1,000,000 people were

killed. Many of these deaths, however, were not the results of military battles, but the outcome of

brutal mass executions perpetrated by both sides.During the war in Spain, 2,800 American

volunteers took up arms to defend the Republican cause against Franco, who was aided by Hitler

and Mussolini.
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